
Community Right to Bid 
 

NOMINATION FORM              

 

  
Section 1  ABOUT YOUR COMMUNITY ORGANISATION 
 

Q1     Name and address of your organisation 

Organisation name: Stebbing Parish Council 

Address and postcode: 

 

 

 

The Old Stables, High Street,Stebbing,CM6 3SG 

 

 

 

Registration number  

(if you are a charity, company, 
CIC or social enterprise) 

 

 

Q2    Please specify what type of organisation you are 

Category  Tick  

Parish/Town Council x 

Unconstituted / unincorporated Community Group whose members 

include at least 21 individuals who appear on the electoral roll 
 

Neighbourhood Forum designated as pursuant to section 61F of the Town & 

Country Planning Act 1990 
 

Industrial & Provident Society which does not distribute any surplus it 

makes to its members 
 

Company Limited by Guarantee which does not distribute any surplus it 

makes to its members 
 

Community Interest Company which satisfies the requirements of Part 2 of 

the Companies (Audit, Investigations and Community Enterprise) Act 2004 
 

Charity  

 

Q3    Who should we contact to discuss this nomination?    



Name: Clerk . Greg King 

Address and postcode: 

 

 

 

The Old Stables, High Street,Stebbing,CM6 3SG 

 

 

 

Telephone number  01371 855805 

Email address clerk@stebbingparishcouncil.org.uk 

 
 
Section 2  ABOUT THE PROPERTY TO BE NOMINATED 

 

Q4    Which asset do you wish to nominate?    

Name of property: Andrewsfield Airfield including runway 

Address and postcode: 

 

 

 

Andrews Airfield, Saling Road, Stebbing< Dunmow, CM6 3TH 

 

Name of property owner 1. Sharon Harvey   2. Robert Bucknell 

Address and postcode: 

 

 

 

1. Blake House Blake End, Great Saling CM77 6RA 

2. Onchors Farm, Blake End Road, Great Saling, CM7 5DS 

Telephone number   

Email address (if known) robertbucknell@gmail.com 

Current occupier’s name 
(if different from property 
owner) 

Andrewsfield Aviation Ltd 

Details of occupier’s 
interest in property 

Leaseholders of the airfield and club house 

 
  
 
 
 

mailto:robertbucknell@gmail.com


Section 3 DEMONSTRATING THE COMMUNITY VALUE OF THE 
ASSET 

 

Q5a   Why do you feel the property is an asset of community value? 
 

Please give as much information as possible about the current use of the asset i.e. what 
activities take place, what groups use the facility currently or in the recent past etc.  
Continue on a separate sheet if necessary. Definition of an asset of community value 
can be found in the guidance notes. 

 
Andrewsfield Airfield, Stebbing has a unique place in Uttlesford’s history, it is the only surviving 

Second World War airfield still in operation. At its height in 1942/43 over 800 US Airfield were 

stationed around the airfield and it was the home of the iconic Flying Fortress US bombers. Later 

in the war it housed both RAF and Polish air squadrons. It’s loss would be a major blow to the 

20th century history of the region and the important part these airfields played in first the defence 

of Britain and later the defeat of Nazi Germany. It is of particular significance this year being the 

75th anniversary of VE Day. The historical significance of the airfield has been somewhat 

overlooked in recent years, however, local parish councils are determined to reverse this and 

build on the current facilities to create a site of interest to local schools, aircraft enthusiast, WW2 

veterans and their families and weekend visitors. More details of this are covered under question 

Q5b. 

 

Andrewsfield is an active local airfield that has been in use since the Second World War. The 

club and Flying school has been active since 1973. Currently there are 60 resident aircraft and 

387 Club members. The site comprises of a number of buildings including the Club House Café, 

original grass runway and two original WW2 aircraft hangers which is open to the general 

public.(see photographs at Appendix A) 

 

Currently the Café is listed as an Asset of Community Value but the remainder of the site is not. 

The actual airfield itself is an integral part of the site and is intrinsically linked to the Café and as 

such is not considered ancillary to the ACV that is the clubhouse Café. Entrance to the club house 

is via a private road though the airfield and obviously the Café could not function without the 

entrance road.    

 

The entirety of the site is a part of local life furthering the social wellbeing and social interests and 

history of the local community. The Airfield is a sports and recreation asset to the district which is 

well established and a vibrant economic one. The Airfield is a unique asset, unlike any other site 

in the District. 

The runway has a physical and functional relationship with the Club house and Hangers, already 

protected by ACV. You cannot have one without the other. The Airfield is also a visual amenity 

enjoyed by members and the public when using the Club house Café, which enhances the 

experience. 



The Airfield because of its open nature and maintenance regime provides a suitable habitat to act 

as an important staging post for migrant birds where they feed before moving north in the spring.  

3 species that are recorded annually on the Airfield are Yellow Wag tail, Wheatear and Whinchat. 

Whinchat is now regarded as a globally threatened species. 

The local bird watching community regularity watch the site to record the numbers of birds that 

are not found on other habitats in the local area. One such species is Grey Partridge which are are 

present in very small numbers, often seen feeding on the edge of the Airfield. 

Apart from the use by the local communities of Stebbing, the Salings , Rayne and Felsted the is 

also use and support of a much wider catchment of a significant aviation community who use the 

airfield for recreational purposes, including flying private aircraft, flight training and meeting in 

the Club House Café. It is one of the few airfields that provide training in Essex and the sub-

region for both private and commercial pilots. This is generally a declining activity due to the 

closure of many private airfields. 

  

The use of the Airfield is not a minor or infrequent in relationship to the café and should be 

considered as non- ancillary. That is, they are clearly inter-dependent and complementary. 

 

While this, as with any activity such as rugby or football, may not be used by every member of 

the community, it is open to all who wish to participate. 

 

All flying to and from Andrewsfield is by ordinary members of both the local and wider 

community. It is a non-commercial airfield. 

 

Currently 1,500 signatories are held at the Airfield supporting the retention of the entire site as a 

valuable part of their community.  

 

Community consultation undertaken for the Draft Neighbourhood Plans for both Stebbing and the 

Salings shows a resounding support for Andrewsfield. 

 

This airfield not only formed a valuable part of the first East Anglian USAAF initiative in World 

War II, but is of particular importance and interest because it was the first of 14 airfields built by 

the USAAF in the UK. 

 

800 US airman lived at Andrewsfield during WW2 and many of their famillies visit each year in 

memory of their relatives service in WW2.The airfield was home to the famous Flying Fortress 

US bombers and RAF Spitfires and Mustangs also flew from the airfield. 

 

It still opens daily and continues to provide a valuable service as a social gathering place for 

many local residents being licensed and has excellent catering facilities.   Lt & Gt Saling villages 

no longer have a public house.  Stebbing has one pub which is currently for sale. 

 

A visit to Andrewsfield is a popular local amenity not just for pilots, but families, cyclists, 

motorcycle clubs, walkers, historic aircraft enthusiasts and as a tourist point for visitors to the 



area. Future generations would not think generously if this significant connection with a vital 

period in British and American co-operation was lost. Attached at appendix B & C are letters 

received from the families of American Veterans who were based at Andrewsfield during WWII. 

 

The clubhouse provides an important link with the extensively documented history of the 

American Air Force by the Imperial War Museum and Andrewsfield is part of the tourist trail of 

wartime airfields.  Should the airfield be lost to development, it is imperative that some 

recognition remains to honour the site’s important past as many former US Airmen, their families 

and groups of aviation historians pay regular commemorative visits in tribute to the site. 

 

The local Historical Society holds a photographic archive on the airfield during its active years 

(examples at Appendix D) and the clubhouse provides a fitting backdrop to hold future 

exhibitions to honour the American Airmen who gave their lives in dangerous missions, flying 

the impressive ‘flying fortresses’ over Scandinavia and Germany. 

 

Stebbing and Saling villages are proud of the role of the brave pilots that flew from Andrewsfield 

and consider it an intrinsic part of our history. 

Q5b  How could the building or land be acquired and used in future? 

 

If it is listed as an asset of community value, community interest groups (not limited to 
your organisation) will get the opportunity to bid for it if it comes up for sale. Please set 
out how you think such a group could fund the purchase of the building or land, and how 
they could run it for the benefit of the community.  Continue on a separate sheet if 
necessary.  

 

 

If listed as an Asset of Community Value, Stebbing Parish Council would be prepared to work 

with neighbouring parishes in applying for funding via a PWLB, appropriate grants, approaching 

community shareholders, etc.  Or, a local group could have the opportunity to apply for Heritage 

Lottery Funding to create a centre dedicated to the ‘Special Relationship’ between UK and the 

USA within this Unique setting. 

  

Stebbing Parish Council would work with the active Flying Club which currently operates from 

Andrewsfield, other parishes and interested groups to support enterprise and provide stewardship, 

which would be managed as at present.  We would work with local schools and other bodies to 

educate all ages in the history of the East Anglian Airfields i.e. the living conditions of the 

airmen, the pressure of war etc via photographic displays, re-enactment, role play, exhibitions 

and so on.  

Stebbing Parish Council would plan to develop a small museum on  the site, built around the 

existing  memmorabilia in the club house. this will be for visiting airman's families ,air 

enthusiasts and tourists and would be a fitting memmorial to those that served. 

 

We would also endeavour to continue the education and training of existing and new pilots. 



 

We anticipate the site would become self-funding and be run by a management team of 

volunteers, with appointed custodians.  Stebbing Village Hall and the Friends Meeting House are 

already managed in this manner and run successfully. 

 

  
 

Q6   What do you consider to be the boundary of the property? 

Please give as much detail as you can, including an Ordnance Survey plan outlining the 
site.  

 

The boundary of the entire airfield is marked in red. 

The club house and ancillary buildings and carparks (Listed as an ACV) are outlined in light 

blue. 

Grid Refertence: TL68848 

x/y co-ords: 568892/224801 

 

 
Attachment checklist 
 

□ 
Copy of group constitution (if applicable)  

□ 
Names and home addresses of 21 members registered to vote in nomination area 
(if group is not constituted)  

□ 
Site boundary plan  

□ 
Evidence of current community use e.g. activity programmes, website links etc 

 
Declaration 

 



 

I can confirm that to the best of my knowledge the information contained in this 
nomination form is complete and accurate 
 
 

Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . 

 
Print Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
.  

 
Position in Organisation: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
.  

 
Date: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. 
 

 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

Date received:  Decision deadline:  

  
 

 

 

APPENDIX A 

 



 
 

 
APPENDIX B 

 



My name is Tom Farrell.  I was contacted by Linda Coviello regarding the plans to 

develop Andrews Field for housing, and the movement to challenge these development 

plans.  As many with a distant connection to Andrews Field I am saddened that this is 

even a topic of discussion.  Andrews Field has been, and always will be, hallowed ground 

and a monument to the men and women who used it as a base to fight Nazi Germany and 

protect our way of life. 

  

We here in the USA have little say in what transpires in Essex, but we can raise our voice 

along with the local Great Sailing citizens to protect some, if not all of this historical site. 

  

My father is Jim “Boss” Farrell, the first pilot of Flak-Bait.  My father conceived the 

name and designed the nose art, which was painted on the plane by company artist Ted 

Simonitis.  My father’s name is still evident under the Captain’s window on Flak Bait. 

  

I have never had a chance to visit Andrews Field.  I understand that there is a small 

memorial to the 322nd Bomb Group in one of the remaining buildings.  At the very least 

this monument and as many original buildings as possible should be saved.  My father 

also spoke of the White Hart Tavern where many of the American pilots and crew would 

relax after their missions.  I understand that the White Hart is still standing, but it is a Tea 

Room / Restaurant today.  If the White Hart has any artifacts from the days when the 

322nd was active at Andrews Field, they should be saved as well. 

  

I don’t know what else I can do from the States.  If you have any ideas or need me to 

contact others I’d be happy to do so. 

  

Tom Farrell 

Williamsburg, Virginia, USA. 

 

 

APPENDIX C 

 

Thank you for inviting our family to provide feedback regarding the proposed destruction 

of Andrews Field to make way for a housing development in the Great Saling area. 

 

When you told me what the plan was, I can’t begin to describe how upset it made me. I 

can only imagine how your residents feel. Andrews Field is an historical aviation site, a 

national and world treasure. My father, Capt. Sherman Best, 322ndBomb Group, 449th 

Bomb Squadron, who passed away in 2016 at the age of 95, was stationed there in World 

War II and flew 20 missions as the pilot of Flak-Bait (which is now being restored in the 

Smithsonian Air & Space Museum – see this article which was written by astronaut Tom 

Jones, featuring my father along with the Curator of the museum 

[https://www.airspacemag.com/airspacemag/hundreds-holes-iflak-baiti-

180954662/](https://www.airspacemag.com/airspacemag/hundreds-holes-iflak-baiti-

180954662/)). We heard so many stories about Andrews Field from my Dad, that we 

traveled there with him from the US in September 2000 so he could sign the Reunion 

Board in the clubhouse. The atmosphere was thick with history as we made our way to 

https://www.airspacemag.com/airspacemag/hundreds-holes-iflak-baiti-180954662/%5D(https:/www.airspacemag.com/airspacemag/hundreds-holes-iflak-baiti-180954662/)
https://www.airspacemag.com/airspacemag/hundreds-holes-iflak-baiti-180954662/%5D(https:/www.airspacemag.com/airspacemag/hundreds-holes-iflak-baiti-180954662/)
https://www.airspacemag.com/airspacemag/hundreds-holes-iflak-baiti-180954662/%5D(https:/www.airspacemag.com/airspacemag/hundreds-holes-iflak-baiti-180954662/)


the clubhouse. In my mind, I pictured all the stories he told, and what it must have been 

like for the airmen stationed there during the “war to end all wars”. When Dad walked up 

and signed the Reunion Board, there were dozens of people in the clubhouse. They stood 

up and applauded and cheered. I don’t think I’ve ever been more overcome with emotion 

and pride. There wasn’t a dry eye in the house. As we walked back out onto the tarmac, 

overlooking the Quonset hut, my father’s shoulders began to shake and he started to sob. 

It seems that was the spot that he and his best friend, both piloting their own planes, were 

making a night landing without lights. Dad chose one runway, his friend chose the other. 

What they couldn’t see in the blackout was a bulldozer parked on the runway. Dad 

watched his best friend crash into the bulldozer and die in the flames. The memory was 

so strong that my father was completely overcome on that beautiful day 56 years later. 

Now it is 19 years after that scene outside the clubhouse, and I too am still filled with 

emotion, I will never forget my father reliving that awful moment. 

 

I am asking the powers that be for this development project to honor the lives lost on that 

spot, that sacred piece of ground where history was made, where my father took off on 3 

missions on D-Day along with countless others. That little air field played a very 

important part in World War II. Lives were sacrificed there. Surely you can preserve 

Andrews Field as an important historical monument and give it, and the memory of all 

who served there, the honor and dignity it deserves. 

 

Thank you for allowing me a voice on this important issue. I will never forget the 

kindness of the gentleman in the White Hart Pub (a hangout of Dad’s when he was 

allowed off the base), when we showed up near 3:00 so Dad could raise a pint to the 

memory of his airmen friends. The barkeep insisted on staying open and bought us all a 

round. He had the deep respect and honor that the developers seem to be lacking. Maybe 

someday I can return to your beautiful countryside – I have ancestors who built the 

Church of Stratford St. Mary, over by Dedham – and if the White Hart is still there, it 

would be my pleasure to raise a pint to you and your committee in celebration of your 

victory! 

 

Wishing you much success, 

 

Linda Best Coviello 

 

Maiden, NC, USA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX D 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 


